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ESTHER – EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 
 
It is unexpected that the story of Esther makes it into the Bible because throughout all its verses 
there is no mention of _______.  
 
Background of Characters 

A powerful and respected Ruler:  Xerxes 
A wise counselor: Mordecai (Esther’s cousin) 
A sinister villain: Haman 
A beautiful maiden: Esther 

 
Background of Persian Empire 

Xerxes was the g____________ of Cyrus the Great who allowed the Jews to return home 
from exile in Babylon.   
Xerxes was the s_______ of Darius the Great, who was responsible for making Persia the 
largest empire in the world.   

 
IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT A POSITION OF LEADERSHIP WOULD BECOME 
_________________   

On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine, he commanded the 
seven eunuchs 11 to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to 
display her beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at. Esther 1:10a, 11 
NIV 
 

IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT ESTHER WOULD “W_____” THE POSITION AS QUEEN 
15 When the turn came for Esther to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what 
Hegai, suggested. 17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other 
women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a 
royal crown on her head and made her queen…. Esther 2:15a, 17a NIV 
 

IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT MORDECAI WOULD NOT BE R_________________ FOR 
STOPPING AN ASSASSINATION 

21 During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the 
king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King 
Xerxes. 22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn 
reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was investigated 
and found to be true, the two officials were impaled on poles. Esther 2:21-23a NIV 

 
IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT THE KING’S ORDER WOULD NOT BE CARRIED OUT 
MORE Q_____________ 

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 
6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only 
Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, 
throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. Esther 3:5-6 NIV 
 
In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is, the 
lot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the 
twelfth month, the month of Adar.  Esther 3:7 
 

Adar is the last month on the Hebrew calendar and roughly corresponds with the month 
of _________.   
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Xeries vast domain included _____ provinces (countries) from West India to Ethiopia  
 

Time is Esther’s f__________.   
 
IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT ESTHER R_________ HER LIFE FOR HER PEOPLE 

“All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or 
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but 
one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares 
their lives. Esther 4:11a NIV 
 

It is OK to be afraid. The question is how you r__________ to fear.   
 

And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this? 
Esther 4:13 NIV  

 
IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT XERXES P________________ ESTHER’S LIFE 

When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to 
her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the 
scepter. Esther 5:2 NIV 
 
Trust in God and do what you can to h________ your cause.  

 
IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT ESTHER DOES NOT ASK FOR INTERVENTION AT THE 
F____________________ OPPORTUNITY 

Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the 
kingdom, it will be given you.” Esther 5:3 NIV 

 
IT IS UNEXPECTED THAT HAMAN D_________ IN THE WAY PLANNED FOR 
MORDECAI 

That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of 
his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had 
exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had 
conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai 
received for this?” the king asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants 
answered. Esther 6:1-3 NIV 

 
In the end: Haman gets Mordecai’s r______ and Mordecai gets Haman’s j_____.  
 

Although the book of Esther never mentions God by name, the word f______ pops up frequently.  
 
The hand of God is more easily seen when looking b_____________.   
 
Esther 1:12  Vashti loses her position as Queen 
Esther 2:9  Esther finds favor with Hegai 
Esther 2:17  The King favors Esther 
Esther 2:21-23  Mordecai hears about plot to kill king. 
Esther 3:7  Esther enters the king’s throne room 
Esther 6:1-3  The King reviews Mordecai’s deed.  
 
This story unexpectedly established a f_____________ called “Purim.” 
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